L. Framing and Connecting Ideas in Introductions and Conclusions
Facing History aims for students to make connections between history and the choices they make in their own lives. We believe that students are most engaged when they are stimulated intellectually, emotionally, and ethically. When writing a formal/academic argumentative essay, students demonstrate that they can make these big conceptual connections mostly in the opening and closing paragraphs. In this section, we include strategies that support students in first making those connections to the here and now and then expressing those connections in ways that are clear and compelling to their audience.
M. Revising and Editing to Impact Your Audience
Students can substantially improve their logic and expression when they receive clear, specific, constructive feedback.
17 They also become better readers of their own writing when they analyze and critique others' writing-both "mentor texts" from the real world 18 and their peers'
writing. During the revising stage, students clarify, reorganize, and strengthen the content of their paper. This section provides two sorts of strategies to revise or "rework" earlier writing:
peer feedback and self-assessment. While Facing History sees the importance of copyediting one's writing to address grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors, in this resource we emphasize the broader challenges of helping students effectively develop and express their reasoning.
N. Publishing/Sharing/Reflecting
Thinkers write for many purposes; the purpose of formal writing is to express an idea to an audience. It is important to end the writing process with an opportunity for students to share what they wrote with their peers or an outside audience. In this section, we include strategies and suggestions for how students can make their thinking public. We also include ways that students can think about what they learned about the topic and about themselves as writers.
